Thursday's P2 Week Email - 
FACT SHEET ... What is Pollution Prevention?
Recognized as the most cost-effective form of environmental protection, pollution prevention (P2) is an environmental management strategy that emphasizes source reduction, but also includes “other practices that reduce or eliminate the creation of pollutants through (1) increased efficiency in the use of raw materials, energy, water, or other resources, or (2) protection of natural resources by conservation.    

Goals of Pollution Prevention

Eliminate or reduce waste generation. 

Reduce the toxicity of generated wastes. 

Conserve natural resources and materials. 

Prevent spills and accidental releases. 

Prevent raw materials and product losses.


Reduce hazards to public health and the environment 

Categories of Pollution Prevention Techniques

Process Efficiency Improvements...Changes in process and/or equipment to produce less waste and use raw materials more efficiently. 

Materials Substitution...Replacing hazardous chemicals with less toxic or nontoxic alternatives of equal performance. 

Inventory Control...Reducing product losses due to product expiration and over-stocking; "first-in, first-out" and "just-in-time" inventory control will reduce wastes and losses due to expiration and decomposition of containers. 

Preventive Maintenance...Any activities that prevent equipment failures and environmental releases such as spills, leaks or air emissions. 


Improved Housekeeping ...Keeping a clean work area helps conserve resources by preventing product losses due to spills and accidents. 

In-process Recycling ...When materials are redirected back into the production process. 

The Cost of Wasting
Pollution prevention activities force businesses and government agencies to examine their raw materials and waste streams and to question why they generate wastes. When a company performs a waste assessment audit, it usually finds that the cost of producing and disposing of wastes is much more than may have been thought. Waste costs are not only the costs associated with waste pickup and disposal. Waste costs also should include all labor and handling time and costs. In addition, waste materials are in many cases really wasted raw materials, which often cost much more than the cost of disposal. Process efficiency improvements cannot only decrease wastes generated, but decrease the costs for raw materials. Below are listed many of the other benefits of P2 activities. 

Pollution Prevention Benefits

Reduced costs of waste treatment and disposal, raw material purchases, and process operations. 

Meeting or exceeding environmental requirements. 

Reduce potential environmental liabilities. 

Protect employee health and safety. 

Protect the environment.
More P2 Tips


Always wash full loads.

Install dimmer switches on the lighting areas that require the most lighting - even the outside lights. 

Ceiling fans!! 

***Removing your name from junk mail*** The way to have your name removed from many mailing lists at once is to send your name and address to the following address: 
Mail Preference Service
Direct Marketing Association
P.O. Box 9008
Farmingdale, NY 11735-9008
You have to do this every 6 months or so because you get added back on over time. 


Reusable mugs and cups at work

Use electronic media whenever possible 

Purchase environmentally friendly cleaning products. 


Take the stairs!

Donate unwanted items to non-profits or thrift stores.

Read newspapers on-line.

Bring your own shopping bags to the grocery store.

Wear reused clothes - hand-me-downs, thrift stores.

Buy clothes with natural fibers and soy-based dyes. 

Use the backside of paper for notes. 


Compost leaves and yard waste.

Plant trees in low areas where surface water runoff is a problem: riparian buffers. Trees tolerating wet feet include: tulip poplars, maples, cedars, and a wide variety of native plants. Fall is a great time for such plantings.

Plant biodiversity / Integrated pest management: plant a variety of native species to avoid unnecessary pesticide applications next spring.

Energy conservation: Install storm windows, window treatments that keep warm/cool air inside. Turn down thermostats on hot water heaters to a level that also prevents people from being scalded when set too high. Turn off lights, other appliances and electronics when not in use; avoid using appliances during peak periods.

Auto emissions: carpool and combine errands into one trip rather than many. Keep auto tuned up. 

Pay attention to the quantity actually needed and buy the appropriate volume for the job.

Adapted from: http://www.deq.state.va.us/p2/
